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The  Saunterer  -  3 

"So  we  saunter  toward  the  Holy  Land,  till  one  day  the 
sun  shall  shine  more  brightly  than  ever  he  has  done, 
shall  perchance  shine  into  our  minds  and  hearts,  and 
light  up  our  whole  lives  with  a  great  awakening  light, 
as  warm  and  serene  and  golden  as  on  a  banks ide  \r\ 
autumn."  from  "Walking,"  by  H.  D,  T, 


Thoreau  Commemorative  Stamp 

Our  biggest  news,  of  course,  concerns  the 
Thoreau  Sesquicentennial  Stamp,  which  will  be  issued 
in  Concord,  July  12.  The  U,  S.  Post  Office  has 
chosen  the  Thoreau  Lyceum  as  the  headquarters  for 
information,  and  Washington  uses  the  Lyceum  address 
and  phone  for  constant  contact. 

Because  the  Thoreau  Society  members  did  most  of 
the  ground  work  convincing  the  Post  Office  that  this 
is  the  time  for  a  Thoreau  Stamp,  we  have  joined 
forces  in  planning  the  details  of  the  big  event.  Our 
Thoreau  Foundation  President,  Frederick  C.  Klinck, 
and  a  member  of  the  Thoreau  Society  Executive 
Committee,  Roland  Robbins,  were  appointed  Co-Chairmen 
by  the  Post  Master  General »s  Office. 
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your  order  for  them  ahead  of  time.   If  you 
aren't  a  collector  yourself  you  might  want  to 
buy  one  as  a  gift  for  a  friend  who  is  a  collector 
while  at  the  same  time  helping  the  Lyceum.   It  is  a 
most  fortuitous  circumstance  that  the  Thoreau  Stamp 
should  come  out  in  1967,  during  the  first  year  of 
operation  of  the  Thoreau  Lyceum,  the  year  when  any 
new  organization  most  needs  help.  Fate  often  twists 
in  the  positive  direction. 

INN  RESERVATIONS 

If  you  are  planning  a  trip  to  Concord  for  the 
Thoreau  Commemorative  Stamp  First  Day  ceremonies  and 
will  need  overnight  accomodations,  it  is  advisable  to 
make  reservations  right  away.  Concord  hostel ries  are 
usually  filled  by  noon,  often  earlier,  from  late  June 
until  near  the  end  of  August.  With  philatelists 
coming  from  the  four  corners  of  the  country,  maybe  of 
the  earth,  and  a  larger  percentage  than  usual  of 
Thoreau  Society  members  expected  in  town,  staying  for 
their  annual  meeting  three  days  later,  available  rooms 
will  be  non-existent  long  before  people  start  arriving. 
We  have  one  inn,  two  motels  and  one  tourist  home. 
V/rite,  or  phone:  The  Colonial  Inn,  369-3200;  Howard 
Johnson's,  369-6100;  The  Concordian,  263-7765;  or 
Mrs.  Lambert's  Tourist  Home,  2  Monument  St,  369-9711. 
The  Inn  and  the  home  are   in  the  center  of  town;  the 
two  motels  are  2  and  2\   miles  west  of  the  Mi  11  dam. 
Accomodations  are  available  in  Lexington,  three  motels 
in  Bedford,  and  in  Littleton.  There  are  countless 
Cambridge  and  Boston  hotels.  Check  your  tourist  guide 
books.  Boston  is  20  miles  from  Concord. 

OUR  FIRST  BIRTHDAY 

The  Thoreau  Foundation  was  legally  incorporated 
April  7,  1966.  We  will  celebrate!  with  our  first 
Board  of  Trustees  supper  in  the  Lyceum.  The  Lyceum's 
Birthday  will  probably  always  be  considered  the  10th 
of  December,  the  day  the  Lyceum  opened,  rather  than  the 
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Lectures 

Since  our  last  NEWSLETTER  the  Lyceum  has  been  a 
busy  place,  with  classes,  lectures  and  other 
activities.  We  opened  too  late  to  prepare  a  full 
schedule  and  to  draw  a  full  house  at  most  events,  but 
under  the  circumstances  the  activities  have  elicited 
encouraging  response.  The  lectures  have  included 
such  subjects  as  Iceland  (with  3-D  slides),  10,000 
Years  of  Mew  England  Forests,  Mushrooms,  Flower 
Crafting  With  Natural  Materials,  Nature  Poetry- 
Original  and  Translated,  and  Exploring  the  British 
Columbia  Rockies,  Lectures  coming  up  are  Plant  and 
Bird  Life  of  the  Caribbean  and  Jamaica,  Concord 
Indians,  and  Historic  Houses  of  Massachusetts, 

Other  Activities 

Children's  winter  field  trips  have  gone  out 
nearly  every  Saturday  morning  all  winter;  an  adult 
field  trip  class  has  met  once  a  week  for  several 
weeks.  Both  will  continue  through  the  spring  and  into 
early  summer.  We  formed  the  Concord  Bird  Club, 
January  26;  it  voted  to  accept  the  Lyceum  as  head- 
quarters. April  8  a  Concord  Archeology  Club  will  be 
formed,  with  the  guidance  of  Benjamin  Smith,  and  an 
associated  Historic  Sites  Diggers  Group  under  the 
skilled  direction  of  Roland  Robbins.  The  Lyceum  will 
be  headquarters  for  these  activities  also.  A  special 
Board  of  Trustees  meeting  took  place  February  15  in 
Roland  Robbins1  reproduction  of  the  Walden  cabin  on 
his  Lincoln  property;  with  Ro'   *  as  guest. 

Bird  Specimens  and  Cabinets 

In  February  we  were  the  fortunate  recipients  of 
90  specimens  of  mounted  birds  of  the  southern  !New 
England  region,  on  indefinite  loan  from  the  Concord 
Girl  Scouts  with  two  glass-doored  cabinets  for  them. 
Most  of  the  specimens  were  acquired  thirty  or  more 
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Membership  Campaign 

We  are  initiating  a  membership  campaign  very 
shortly,,  even  though  we  are  further  ahead  in  this 
department  than  we  had  dared  anticipate  by  this  date, 
V/hen  our  literature  on  this  reaches  you  we  hope  you 
will  pass  it  on  to  someone  you  know  who  is  interested 
Jn  Thoreau,  or  to  any  literary  or  natural  history 
minded  friends, 

WILD FLOWER  FESTIVAL 

We  plan  a  May  Wildf lower  Festival  the  week-end 
of  May  6-7,  the  105th  anniversary  of  Thoreau's  death. 
This  will  probably  become  an  annual  feature  of  the 
Lyceum.  Live  wildf lower  specimens  from  your  Curator's 
Thoreau  Wildgarden  Nursery  will  be  put  on  show,  some 
for  sale,  wildf lower  art  pictures  will  be  exhibited 
on  the  walls,  and  there  will  be  talks  with  color 
slides.  The  small  nature  trail  along  the  woodland 
path  between  the  Lyceum  and  the  Texas  House  site  will 
be  developed  and  labeled  by  then. 

APRIL  13  EXHIBIT 

A  Minute  Man  Exhibit  will  be  on  display  in  the 
lecture  room  April  13-23,  celebrating  Concord  Fight 
at  Old  i\!orth  Bridge.  The  exhibit  will  cover  both 
historical  and  present-day  Minute  Men.  All  of  Concord 
is  working  toward  the  Big  Day,  in  1975,  when  units  of 
ceremonial  Minute  Men  from  all  the  towns  which  had 
men  at  the  Bridge  in  1775  will  participate  in  week 
long  programs.  A  preview  of  some  of  this  can  be  seen 
at  the  Lyceum  this  April  19. 

GUIDE  SERVICE 

The  Lyceum  will  provide  tourist  guide  service 
this  year.  There  has  long  been  a  need  for  this 
service  in  Concord.  We  will  have  the  details  worked 
out,  including  prices,  in  time  for  the  May  SAUNTERER. 
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years  ago,  and  were  done  by  well-known  taxidermists 
of  this  area.  They  were  stored  in  a  basement  for  some 
time,  and  were  used  for  badge  work.  We  dusted  them 
outdoors  with  a  fine  camera  lens  brush,  washed  their 
eyes,  bills  and  feet;  now  they  look  as  bright  and 
cheery  on  their  perches  as  if  alive.   In  return  for 
this  wonderful  help  with  our  bird  work  we  will  give 
badge  tests  to  the  girl  scouts,  and  make  the  collec- 
tion available  to  them  at  the  Lyceum  for  any  special 
programs  of  theirs. 

The  Bird  Chart 


With  the  help  of  Miss  Rosita  Corey  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Concord  Bird  Club,  the  Concord  Chart  now 
has  60  species  for  1967.   It  hangs  in  the  lecture  room, 
by  the  stairs,  where  anyone  may  come  in  and  see  it  or 
add  to  it.   We  have  started  a  chart  for  Carlisle  also, 
hoping  to  stir  up  a  little  competition  in  time  for  the 
arrival  of  the  warblers. 

THOREAU  SOCIETY  BULLETIN  INDEX 

Lyceum  volunteers  are  working  out  an  index  for 
the  25  years'  worth  of  Thoreau  Society  BULLETINS. 
This  remarkable  publication,  which  is  a  goldmine  of 
information,  is  being  reprinted  this  fall  or  winter  by 
the  Thoreau  Society,  but  it  has  always  been  maddening 
to  work  with  because  of  the  lack  of  an  index.  The 
Thoreau  Lyceum  library  needs  an  index  to  it.  The 
Lyceum  index  will  be  completed  by  summer,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  funds  will  be  found  to  underwrite  the  print- 
ing of  it  so  that  it  can  be  incorporated  within  the 
Thoreau  Society  reprint  of  their  BULLETIN,  and  also 
be  available  separately  so  that  those  who  already  own 
a  set  of  the  original  BULLETINS  may  add  it  to  their 
folder.   If  the  index  is  to  be  printed,  and  if  the 
pagination  in  the  reprint  is  different,  an  adjustment 
will  be  made  so  that  the  index  will  be  usable  with 
both  the  old  and  the  new  sets  of  BULLETINS. 
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which  you  will  only  sell  quote  us  a  price,  and  send  us 
a  description  of  it. 


MAY  FESTIVAL 

Don't  forget  MAY  FESTIVAL  at  Nassau  Community 
College,  Garden  City,  N.Y.,  May  12,  13  and  14. 

*    *    * 


Lyceum  Membership  Application 

Annual  Dues 

Member $  3.00 

Friend  of  the  Lyceum 10.00 

Contributing  Member  ■ 25.00 

Life  Member ,"   100.00 

Name:  

Address : 

Zip  # 


All  donations  and  bequests  are  tax  exempt. 
Send  check  or  money  order  to:  The  Thoreau 
Lyceum,  48  Belknap  Street,  Concord,  Mass.  01742 


i 


